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Dubravko (3rd from the right) at his last conference  
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Mario Brdar couldn’t have been more right when he said that Dubravko “left a gap 
no one can fill, but that his influence will long remain” (Jezikoslovlje 2008: 10). 
Fifteen years after Dubravko’s passing, we are once again honoring his memory 
with this Special Issue of Jezikoslovlje.  

Our original obituary was a heartwarming remembrance of Dubravko’s life, 
work, and spirit. No one could have painted in finer nuance who Dubravko was and 
what he meant for the Department and for Croatian linguistics than Mario, his clos-
est colleague and friend. Dubravko was remembered as a pillar of functional lin-
guistics in Croatia, a person respected by scholars at home and abroad, and beloved 
by those who knew him personally. He brought more to scholarly encounters than 
his keen linguistic eye. As Mario put it, with him, every conference was an adven-
ture, a swirl of lively scientific discussions laced with jokes and thoughtful but fun 
lessons in (academic) life and living it well. His magnetic personality and unbridled 
enthusiasm for life and linguistics left no one untouched. He was a brilliant mind, 
yet still just a free, down-to-earth spirit. 

None of this was lost on us, the Department recruits who came after Mario. 
Most, like Mario, were privileged to have been Dubravko’s students. Some re-
member him ad-libbing his lectures, standing at the window of the lecture hall, cig-
arette lit. He virtually never read from notes, but narrated syntax with the craft of a 
master story-teller and a hypnotic conviction that broke even the most disinterested 
student in the back row. Some of us remember a graduating student presenting Du-
bravko with a hand-painted mug featuring the example of the notorious farmer and 
the poor little duckling in all manner of syntactic contortions. 

We still retell anecdotes about Dubravko’s mastery of improvisation. A favorite 
is the story of him sketching his presentation on a piece of paper, and having run 
out of that, completing it on a piece of tissue paper, all on the night before the con-
ference. He was well-known for his dislike for any displays of deference and empty 
social etiquette. We all paid our share of “fines” – picking up the tab for drinks at 
the next conference – for every time we slipped and addressed him with the dread-
ed Vi (honorific ‘you’). I will personally always remember him smiling away the 
criticism for wearing jeans and sneakers for my master’s thesis defense. I have a 
sneaking suspicion that he would “forget” to deliver on his promise to behave in 
future and wear something proper when the time came for the defense of my disser-
tation. Sadly, he passed on before that event.  

He truly loved his whole Department but was especially fond and protective of 
us, the Department novices. His family’s obituary thank-you note says it all:  
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[…] Hvala svim djelatnicima Filozofskog fakulteta, profesorima, 
prijateljima i studentima, a posebno njegovim mladim kolegama-bivšim 
studentima koje je nesebično pomagao i usmjeravao, a koji su uspješno 
preuzeli, nastavili i proširili započeto. Oni su ga “držali”. Otišao je 
zadovoljan, već pomalo umoran, ali s još puno planova. 

[…] A thank you goes out to all employees of the Faculty of Humanities and 
Social Sciences, professors, friends and students, especially to his young col-
leagues – former students to whom he gave selfless support and guidance, 
and who picked up, continued, and expanded on what was started. It was 
they who kept him going. He left content, even if already somewhat tired, 
but still with many plans for the future. 

Gabrijela Buljan (with members of the English Department)  

From Dubravko’s biography 
Dubravko was born on 13 August 1950 in Bjelovar. He graduated from the double-
major program in English language and literature and German language and litera-
ture at the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences (Zagreb University) in 1976. 
Three years later he joined as an assistant the newly formed English Department at 
what is today known as the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences in Osijek 
(FFOS). Since then he taught various linguistic courses at FFOS’s English Depart-
ment. Soon after obtaining his MA degree from the University of Zagreb in 1982, 
Dubravko received a predoctoral grant to study at the University of Sheffield 
(1983) and shortly thereafter spent an academic year at the University of Antwerp 
(1986/87) as a Maystadt Fellow. This experience led to his long-lasting friendships 
with some of the key names in functional linguistics and no doubt cemented his ca-
reer and charisma as a devoted functionalist with a soft spot for syntax. It was not a 
smooth career or life path for Dubravko. He experienced a number of serious health 
setbacks, but always managed to bounce back. He earned his PhD from the Univer-
sity of Zagreb in 1998, with a dissertation on clausal subjects in Croatian and Eng-
lish. His academic appointments as Assistant Professor and Associate Professor of 
English Linguistics at FFOS came in 1999 and 2003. Dubravko held a number of 
administrative positions at his home institution. He was also president (1988 to 
1993) and a member (2003 and 2006) of the regional branch of the Croatian Ap-
plied Linguistics Society (CALS), and a member of a number of professional or-
ganizations like the International Pragmatics Association (IprA), Societas Linguis-
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ticae Europaea (SLE), Association for Linguistic Typology (ALT), Croatian Socie-
ty for English Studies and the European Society for the Study of English (ESSE).  

Dubravko will mostly be remembered for his five-star publications. He was the 
pioneer of the Dikkian Functional Grammar type of functionalism in Central Eu-
rope and a keen aficionado of typology and contrastive linguistics. Much of his 
most insightful work in syntax came from his own two research projects viz. Pri-
mary Grammatical Relations (1988 to 1990) and Syntactic Functions in English, 
German, Croatian and Hungarian (1991 to 1995), but extended into the period be-
yond. Even when he started on his exploratory journey toward the then still young 
Cognitive Linguistics movement, his work remained soberly grounded and guided 
by the same critical eye that had made him stand out as the sentinel of research ex-
cellence from day one. Crucially, without Dubravko, Jezikoslovlje might have fall-
en into oblivion. It was thanks to his and Mario’s effort that in 2002, after a two-
year break, the journal was relaunched. What is more, it was largely in recognition 
of his and Mario’s standing in the global linguistic community that the journal has 
been graced with an Editorial and Advisory Board that include the best of the 
world’s best. For that we will all remain forever grateful. 

From Dubravko’s bibliography 

1982. Kontrastivna analiza dativa u hrvatskom jeziku i njegovih prijevodnih 
ekvivalenata u engleskom jeziku [Contrastive analysis of dative in Croa-
tian and its translation equivalents in English]. MA thesis. Zagreb: Univer-
sity of Zagreb. 

1982. Kontrastivna analiza padeža u hrvatskom ili srpskom i engleskom jeziku i 
izbor lingvističkog modela [Contrastive analysis of case in Croa-
tian/Serbian and English and the choice of linguistic models]. In Žiletić, 
Goran (ed.), Kontrastivna analiza i nastava stranih jezika, 79–85. Beo-
grad: Društvo za primenjenu lingvistiku Srbije. 

1984.  On subject assignment in Serbo-Croatian within the framework of Func-
tional Grammar. Lingua 64. 99–114. 

1985.  Pronoun or conjunction - the Serbo-Croatian invariant relativizer što. Lin-
guistics 23. 917–962. [with Johan van der Auwera]. 

1985.  O indirektnom objektu u engleskom jeziku [On indirect object in English]. 
Strani jezici 14.1-2. 2–12. 

1985.  Some thoughts on the dative of possession. Zbornik Pedagoškog fakulteta 
u Osijeku 1. 37–54. 

1986.  Površinska struktura kao tertium comparationis [Surface structure as terti-
um comparationis]. In Nejgebauer, Aleksandar (ed.), Proceedings from the 



 
 

               

22.2 (2021): 177-184 

181

3rd symposium “Kontrastivna jezička istraživanja”, 6–7 December 1985, 
Novi Sad, 23–33. Novi Sad: Filozofski fakultet – DPLV. 

1987.  True reflexives and pseudo-reflexives with particular reference to Serbo-
Croatian. In van der Auwera, Johan & Goosens, Louis (eds.), Ins and outs 
of the predication, 77–92. Dordrecht: Foris Publications. 

1987.  Bilješka o što i that [A note on što and that]. Strani jezici 16.1. 2–11. [with 
Johan van der Auwera] 

1989.  Da li kontrastivna analiza treba biti samo potrošač postojećih opisa kon-
trastiranih jezika? [Should contrastive analysis be only a consumer of the 
existing descriptions of languages?] Štrukelj, Inka (ed.), Uporabno 
jezikoslovje, 622–627. Ljubljana: Zveza društev za uporabno jezikoslovje 
Jugoslavije. 

1989.  Primijenjena i teorijska kontrastivna analiza gramatičkih relacija [Applied 
and theoretical contrastive analysis of grammatical relations]. In Štrukelj, 
Inka (ed.), Uporabno jezikoslovje, 580–584. Ljubljana: Zveza društev za 
uporabno jezikoslovje Jugoslavije. [with Mario Brdar] 

1990.  On the subjecthood of existential there. In Hannay, Mike & Vester, Else-
line (eds.), Working with Functional Grammar: Descriptive and computa-
tional applications, 73–85. Dordrecht: Foris. 

1991.  Kontrastivna analiza i neke tradicionalne gramatičke kategorije [Contras-
tive analysis and some traditional grammatical categories]. In Dudok, 
Daniel & Tir, Mihal (eds.), Proceedings from the 4th symposium “Kontras-
tivna jezička istraživanja”, 8–9 December 1989, Novi Sad. Novi Sad: 
Filozofski fakultet, 31–37. 

1992.  Funkcionalni pristup analizi pasiva u hrvatskom. [A functional approach 
to Croatian passives.] Suvremena lingvistika (34) 18.2. 175–184. 

1994.  Kontrastivna lingvistika na raskršću primijenjene i teorijske lingvistike 
[Contrastive linguistics at the crossroads of applied and theoretical linguis-
tics]. In Mihaljević Djigunović, Jelena & Pintarić, Neda (eds.), Primijen-
jena lingvistika danas, 15–23. Zagreb: Hrvatsko društvo za primijenjenu 
lingvistiku. 

1996.  What is the dative of possession? Suvremena lingvistika (41-42) 22.1-2. 
319–332.  
Full text available at: 
https://hrcak.srce.hr/index.php?show=clanak&id_clanak_jezik=38190 

1997.  On the syntax, semantics and pragmatics of some have sentences. SRAZ. 
Studia Romanica et Anglica Zagrabiensia 42. 231–240. 

1998.  Rečenični subjekt u hrvatskom i engleskom jeziku [Clausal subjects in 
Croatian and English]. Unpublished doctoral dissertation. Zagreb: Univer-
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sity of Zagreb. 
1998.  Is dative subject a viable syntactic notion? Suvremena lingvistika 24(1-2). 

3–16.  
Full text available at: https://hrcak.srce.hr/23637 

1999.  O logičkom subjektu [On the logical subject]. Filologija 3. 75–90.  
Full text available at: https://hrcak.srce.hr/165440 

1999.  Pasivizacija kao strategija subjektivizacije/topikalizacije [Passivization as 
a subjectivization/topicalization strategy]. Jezikoslovlje 2(2-3). 17–33. 
Full text available at: https://hrcak.srce.hr/31870 

1999.  Subjekt u kosom padežu: koliko sintakse, a koliko pragmatike? [Oblique 
subject: How much syntax and how much pragmatics?] In Badurina, Lada 
& Ivanetić, Nada & Pritchard, Boris & Stolac, Diana (eds.), Teorija i 
mogućnosti primjene pragmalingvistike, 439–448. Zagreb – Rijeka: Hrvat-
sko društvo za primijenjenu lingvistiku. [with Marija Omazić] 

1999.  O pragmatičkom aspektu valencije engleskih predikatnih pridjeva [On 
pragmatic aspects of the valency of predicative adjectives in English]. In 
Badurina, Lada & Ivanetić, Nada & Pritchard, Boris & Stolac, Diana 
(eds.), Teorija i mogućnosti primjene pragmalingvistike, 119–126. Zagreb 
– Rijeka: Hrvatsko društvo za primijenjenu lingvistiku. [with Brdar, Mar-
io, Višnja Pavičić, Marija Omazić & Tanja Gradečak-Erdeljić] 

1999.  Imaju li meteorološke predikacije subjekt? [Do meteorological predicates 
have subjects?]. Filologija 33. 75–91.  
Full text available at: https://hrcak.srce.hr/157415 

2000.  Koliko engleski zapravo ima vrsta riječi? [How many word classes does 
English really have?] Život i škola 46(3). 24–30. 

2000.  Infinitive subjects or subjectless infinitives? Suvremena lingvistika 25(1-
2). 81–97. 
Full text available at: https://hrcak.srce.hr/22626 

2000.  Grammatical functions and categories. Part one: The English verb. Osi-
jek: Pedagoški fakultet Sveučilišta Josipa Jurja Strossmayera u Osijeku. 
[with Mario Brdar & Marija Omazić] 

2002.  Middle constructions in English and Croatian. In Petrović, Elvira (ed.), 
The First Twenty-five Years of English Studies in Osijek, 91–113. Osijek: 
Pedagoški fakultet.  

2002.  Prijedložni subjekti kao komplementi pridjevskih predikata [Prepositional 
subjects as complements of adjectival predicates]. Jezikoslovlje 3(1-2). 
59–68. 
Full text available at: 
https://hrcak.srce.hr/index.php?show=clanak&id_clanak_jezik=49690 
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2002.  Odnos valencije i kolokacija: Deskriptivni i leksikografski aspekti [Valen-
cy and collocations: Some descriptive and lexicographical aspects]. In Sto-
lac, Diana & Ivanetić, Nada & Pritchard, Boris (eds.), Primijenjena 
lingvistika u Hrvatskoj: Izazovi na početku XXI. stoljeća, 35–40. Zagreb – 
Rijeka: Hrvatsko društvo za primijenjenu lingvistiku. [with Mario Brdar, 
Višnja Pavičić, Marija Omazić, and Jadranka Zlomislić] 

2002.  Review of Baron, Irène & Herslund, Michael & Sørensen, Finn (eds.). 
(2001). Dimensions of possession [Typological Studies in Language 47]. 
Amsterdam: John Benjamins. Jezikoslovlje 3(1-2). 227–232. 
Full text available at: 
https://hrcak.srce.hr/index.php?show=clanak&id_clanak_jezik=49705 

2002.  Review of Faarlund, Jan Terje, ed. (2001). Grammatical relations in 
change [Studies in Language Companion Series 56]. Amsterdam: John 
Benjamins. Jezikoslovlje 3(1-2). 233–238. 
Full text available at: 
https://hrcak.srce.hr/index.php?show=clanak&id_clanak_jezik=49706 

2002/3. Noncanonical case-marking of subjects in some West-Germanic languages 
and Croatian. Studia Romanica et Anglica Zagrabiensia 47-48. 197–214.  
Full text available at: 
https://hrcak.srce.hr/index.php?show=clanak&id_clanak_jezik=33102 

2002.  Prijedložni subjekti kao komplementi pridjevskih predikata [Prepositional 
subjects as complements of adjectival predicates]. Jezikoslovlje 3(1-2). 
59–68. 
Full text available at: https://hrcak.srce.hr/31346 

2003.  Gramatičke relacije i teorija prototipova [Grammatical relations and Pro-
totype Theory]. In Stolac, Diana & Ivanetić, Nada & Pritchard, Boris 
(eds.), Psiholingvistika i kognitivna znanost u hrvatskoj primijenjenoj 
lingvistici, 423–430. Zagreb: Hrvatsko društvo za primijenjenu lingvistiku. 

2003.  Razlike u konceptualizaciji ili razlike u gramatikalizaciji [Differences in 
conceptualization or differences in grammaticalization]. In Stolac, Diana 
& Ivanetić, Nada & Pritchard, Boris (eds.), Psiholingvistika i kognitivna 
znanost u hrvatskoj primijenjenoj lingvistici, 431–438. Zagreb: Hrvatsko 
društvo za primijenjenu lingvistiku.  

2003.  Konceptualna integracija i gramatikalizacija pseudo-argumenata [Concep-
tual blending and grammaticalization of pseudo-arguments]. In Stolac, Di-
ana & Ivanetić, Nada & Pritchard, Boris (eds.), Psiholingvistika i kogni-
tivna znanost u hrvatskoj primijenjenoj lingvistici, 115–124. Zagreb: 
Hrvatsko društvo za primijenjenu lingvistiku. [with Brdar, Mario, Višnja 
Pavičić, Tanja Gradečak-Erdeljić, Jadranka Zlomislić, & Gabrijela Buljan] 

2003.  Book review: Kristin Davidse and Béatrice Lamiroy, eds.: The nominative 



184

Gabrijela Buljan: 
In memory of Dubravko Kučanda 

& accusative and their counterparts. Jezikoslovlje 4.2. 286–295. 
Full text available at: 
https://hrcak.srce.hr/index.php?show=clanak&id_clanak_jezik=49666 

2004.  Syntactic functions, semantic roles and metonymy. In Kučanda, Dubravko 
& Brdar, Mario & Berić, Boris (eds.), Teaching English for life: Studies to 
honour Prof. Elvira Petrović on the occasion of her 70th birthday, 331–
346. Osijek: Filozofski fakultet.

2004.  Semantičke funkcije subjekta, teorija prototipova i metonimija [Semantic 
functions of subject, prototype theory and metonymy]. Jezikoslovlje 5(1-
2). 87–101. [with Gabrijela Buljan] 
Full text available at: 
https://hrcak.srce.hr/index.php?show=clanak&id_clanak_jezik=48983 

2005.  A contrastive view on non-canonical subjects: Prototype effects, semantic 
roles and metonymy. Suvremena lingvistika 31(1-2). 1–17. [with Gabrijela 
Buljan]  
Full text available at: https://hrcak.srce.hr/15871 

2005.  Metonimijsko preslikavanje gramatičkih relacija u engleskom i hrvatskom 
[Metonymic mapping of grammatical relations in English and Croatian. In 
Stolac, Diana & Ivanetić, Nada & Pritchard, Boris (eds.), Jezik u 
društvenoj interakciji, 261–274. Zagreb: Hrvatsko društvo za primijenjenu 
lingvistiku. 

2005.  Implicature-explicature interface in metaphor interpretation. Cap, Piotr 
(ed.), Pragmatics today, 61–73. Frankfurt am Main: Peter Lang. [with 
Gabrijela Buljan] 

2006.  Book review: Peri Bhaskararao and Karumuri Venkata Subarao, eds.: 
Non-nominative subjects. Jezikoslovlje 7.1-2. 173–176.  
Full text available at: 
https://hrcak.srce.hr/index.php?show=clanak&id_clanak_jezik=48882 

2007.  Belaj, Branimir & Kučanda, Dubravko. On the syntax, semantics and 
pragmatics of some subject-like NPs in Croatian. Suvremena lingvistika 
63(1). 1–12.  
Full text available at: https://hrcak.srce.hr/19455 

2007.  Concise dictionary of grammatical terms for students of English. Osijek: 
Filozofski fakultet. [with Mario Brdar] 


